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would call a parliament-house scene1 ; a cause pleaded.' JOHNSON. 'That is part of the life of a nation in peace. And there arc in Homer such characters of heroes, and combinations of qualities of heroes, that the united powers of mankind ever since have not produced any but what are to be found there.' MONBODDO. 'Yet no character is described.' JOHNSON. ' No; they all develope themselves. Agamemnon is always a gentleman-like character ; he has always BacriXt/cov TI. That the ancients held so, is plain from this; that Euripides, in his Hecuba, makes him the person to interpose3.' MONBODDO. ' The history of manners is the most valuable. I never set a high value on any other history.' JOHNSON. ' Nor I; and therefore I esteem biography, as giving us what comes near to ourselves, what we can turn to use3.' BOSWELL. ' But in the course of general history,
in the writing; neither of which can be said to change the genuine "Journal. One of the best criticks of our age conjectures that the imperfect passage above was probably as follows : ' In his book we have an accurate display of a nation in war, and a nation in peace; the peasant is delineated as truly as the general; nay, even harvest-sport, and the modes of ancient theft are described.' BOSWELL. ' One of the best criticks ' is, I believe, Malone, who had ' perused the original manuscript.' See ante, p. i ; zndflnsi, Oct. 26, and under Nov. n.
1 It was in the Parliament-house that 'the ordinary Lords of Session,' the Scotch Judges, that is to say, held their courts. Ante, p. 44.
* Dr. Johnson modestly said, he had not read Homer so much as he wished he had done. But this conversation shews how well he was acquainted with the Mseonian bard ; and he has shewn it still more in his criticism upon Pope's Homer, in his Life of that Poet. My excellent friend, Mr. Langton, told me, he was once present at a dispute between Dr. Johnson and Mr. Burke, on the comparative merits of Homer and Virgil, which was carried on with extraordinary abilities on both sides. Dr. Johnson maintained the superiority of Homer. BOSWELL. Johnson told Windham that he had never read through the Odyssey in the original. Windham's Diary, p. 17. See ante, iii. 220, and May I, 1783.
3 Johnson ten years earlier told Boswell that he loved most 'the biographical part of literature.' Ante, i. 492. Goldsmith said of biography:—' It furnishes us with an opportunity of giving advice freely
weicial and one personal, and being addressed by the one and subscribing by the other, is wearing out, and will soon disappear entirely.' Cockburn's Jeffrey, i. 365. Ze&post, p. 126, note i.
